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Ashcroft Ghost Town, Toklat, and Pine Creek Cookhouse 
Location: 10 miles up Castle Creek Road, check for hours 
Ashcroft: www.aspenhistorysociety.com/ashcroftmuseum.html. The city of Ashcroft boomed in 
the late 19th century as claims of silver abounded; unfortunately as the silver ran dry, so 
did the town and it is now a ghost town enthusiast's destination. Over the last century the 
town has been a movie set and a burgeoning ski resort, but neither stuck, and it was 
finally settled on as a ghost town. 
Toklat: http://www.aspennature.org/locations/toklat/what-toklat. was built by Stuart and Isabel 
Mace in 1948. The early dog sledding trips, the pristine sub-alpine environment, and tall 
tales told around the hearth in the evening drew both locals and visitors from all over the 
world. Toklat is now owned by ACES www.aspennature.org/. 
Pine Creek Cookhouse: www.pinecreekcookhouse.com/ offers gourmet lunches and a 
simple bar/patio menu. 
 

Independence Ghost Town, 1879-1899 
13.5 miles east of Aspen on Highway 82, open daily for self-guided tours (970)-925-3721 
Description: Legend has it that prospectors discovered the Independence Silver Lode on 
July 4, 1879. A tent city sprang up that summer, and by 1880 there were 300 people 
living in the camp.  By 1881, the Farwell Mining Company had acquired most of the 
leading mines in the area including the Independence No. 1, 2, & 3, Last Dollar, Legal 
Tender, Mammoth, Mount Hope, Champion, Sheba, Friday, and Dolly Varden. The 
company also operated the Farwell Stamp Mill and a large sawmill for their mines. That 
summer, the population grew to 500, served by four grocery stores, four boarding houses 
and three saloons. The Independence Miner started printing in October. By 1882 the 
Town of Independence had over 40 businesses with three post offices and an estimated 
population of 1,500. A miner could get room and board for $2 at the New England 
House, a boarding house on the east end of Main Street.  
 Typical of mining boom towns, the bust soon followed. Miners were lured away 
from Independence by the abundant work, good pay and milder climate of Aspen. The 
citizens of Independence could expect to be blanketed in snow from early October to late 
May. Daily life in a town at 10,900 feet was not easy! 
 Although mining at Independence proved to be short lived, over $190,000 worth 
of silver was produced between 1881 and 1882. The next year production dropped to 
$2,000. By 1888, only 100 citizens remained in the high mountain town, which in its 
brief history had been called many names—Independence, Chipeta, Mammoth City, 
Mount Hope, Farwell, Sparkill and Hunter’s Pass. 
 During the winter of 1899 the worst storm in Colorado’s history cut off the supply 
routes to Independence. The miners, who were running out of food, proceeded to 
dismantle their homes to make 75 pairs of skis and to escape en masse to Aspen. They 
made light of their adventure by making it a race of the Hunter’s Pass Ski Club—entry 
fee: one ham sandwich. 
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Aspen Center for Environmental Studies/ ACES 
100 Puppy Smith St, Hallam Lake, Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 (970) 925-9157, http://www.aspennature.org/ aces@aspennature.org  
Description: Founded in 1969 by Elizabeth and Walter Paepcke, the 22-acre ACES is 
both a reserve and a place of education for the public. The center offers almost 180 field 
study programs every year, ranging from studies of the diverse Rocky Mountain 
ecosystem to an ornithologic course. 
 At this location, there is a beautiful walk around Hallam Lake.  It is difficult to 
navigate with strollers, since the path is so narrow, so a front or back carrier is 
recommended for infants.  It is also a great spot for a lunchtime picnic!   
 

Rock Bottom Ranch 
12 miles west of Aspen via Hwy 82, 2001 Hooks Spur Rd., Basalt, CO, free for all ages 
Hours: Mon-Fri: 9-5 though they have “staff training” occasionally, and close the ranch 
to tours, so call first, phone:  970.927.6760 http://www.aspennature.org/locations/... 
Description: Managed by ACES, you can experience a guided tour of the farmyard, 
including pigs, chickens, goats, horses, and cows, walk down nature trail, peruse library 
(with skeletons, snake skins, and lizards to explore), or picnic on Cole Island. The 113-
acre wildlife preserve and educational ranch is hidden away between the Roaring Fork 
River and the Crown of Mount Sopris. A front or back carrier is recommended for 
infants, since navigating a stroller through the animal pens and possible mud can be 
difficult.   
 

Smuggler Mine 
110 Smuggler Mountain Rd, Aspen, Tour times vary, call for details or to make a 
reservation for your group. Phone: (970) 925-2049 
http://www.allaspen.com/attractions/smuggler_mine.php 
Description: Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the world's largest silver 
nugget weighing more than a ton was uncovered at Smuggler Mine in 1894. Visitors to 
the mine can venture 1,200 underneath the Earth's surface to experience a miner's daily 
tasks. Smuggler's Mine overlooks Aspen, on Smuggler Road. Only children over 5 years 
of age are permitted on these tours.   
 

Aspen Recreation Center (ARC) 
0861 Maroon Creek Road http://www.aspenrecreation.com/aspen-recreation-
centers/aspen-recreation-center/ 
Admission:  $8 tickets available at the Center for Physics  (regular admission ~$17), 
open 6:00-8:45 M-F, 9:00-8:00 Sat, 11:00-6:00 Sun 
Description: The ARC provides a variety of recreational opportunities for people of all 
ages. Try rock climbing for the first time, join a pick-up game of hockey, or kick back 
and float for hours in our lazy river.  The pool has a ton of water features for kids, and 
floats are available (no charge) for infants and toddlers!Daily Admission Includes: Aspen 
Recreation Center (Climbing Tower, Open Swim, Open Skate, Weight Room, Fitness 
Room/Classes, Cross Country Skiing, Sledding, and Tennis). Red Brick Recreation 
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Center (Adult Fitness Classes, Climbing Wall, Playhouse). Aspen Ice Garden (Open 
Skate). Aspen Tennis Club (Open Tennis).  
 
Red Brick Recreation Center 
110 East Hallam Street, Suite 135, 970.920.5140, 8:30 to 6:00 (4:00 on Friday) . 
http://www.aspenrecreation.com/aspen-recreation-centers/red-brick-recreation-center/ 
Admission: $5 drop-in rate for playhouse; other classes have fees ranging from $10-$25 
Description: The Red Brick Recreation Center has been a cornerstone of Aspen 
Recreation for years and continues to offer a wide variety of 100% Pure Fun 
opportunities for all ages. Rock climbing, Playhouse (everyday, morning and afternoon 
times, with inflatables on Fridays), drop-in gymnastics class (through Aspen 
Gymnastics), and fitness classes 
 

Aspen Volunteer Fire Department/Museum  
Location: 420 E Hopkins Ave www.aspenfire.com 
Hours: 08:00-16:30 
No admission fees; and if a firefighter is available, you can get an up-close tour of the 
trucks and equipment! This gleaming new firehouse has a three-story wing devoted to 
shedding light on what is still largely a volunteer force, a force first organized in 1881. 
There's a timeline mural on the wall and a fantastic restored fire wagon from late 19th 
century. From the second and third floors you can peer down onto the current fleet. A 15-
minute spin around the museum satisfies the little boy within and without.  (Infant carrier 
recommended, since there are 3 floors to the museum and it is not easy to navigate with a 
stroller.) 
 

Biking the Rio Grande Trail 
Since this trail goes all over Aspen and downvalley to Woody Creek, 8 miles, Basalt, 20 
miles, Carbondale, 30 miles, and Glenwood Springs, 40 miles, you can get pretty much 
anywhere you want by bike.  A bike trailer is a great way to get around with little ones.  
One recommended ride is the ~8 miles to Woody Creek from Aspen.  The terrain is both 
paved and gravel, and there are times when the path gets a bit narrow (making the height 
a little scary for those with an aversion)…but the beautiful scenery is well worth the 
effort!  You can stop at the Woody Creek Tavern for a drink or some food before riding 
back (or catch the bus, which runs from mid-June, or a taxi (~$45 back to Aspen…bikes 
and all). 
 


